
by TAK SATO

Last year, it started much 
later than normal. This 
year I even surveyed 

a week prior to make sure it 
hadn't peaked yet. I decided 
the following Wednesday to 
be the peak. Well, the follow-
ing Monday was a gorgeous 
day – temps in the high 60s to 
low 70s – for late October. My 
wife said I shouldn't wait until 
midweek. After I dropped her 
off at work, I headed down to 
the Metroparks with my mom. 
In retrospect, if I stuck to my 
original plan, we would've 
missed the foliage as it rained 
on Wednesday and some trees 
were almost naked!

Although the winters 
can be a little milder, I love 
Cleveland for the four seasons 
because Yokohama, Japan, 
where I grew up, has four sea-
sons. When I got off the boat 
more than three decades ago, 
my new friends introduced me 
to the Metroparks and it sure 

was a culture shock. Coming 
from a country where land 
is at premium, I marveled at 
how expansive the Metroparks 
system was, yet meticulously 
taken care of.

My mom has visited Cleve-
land before during different sea-
sons but she hasn't been back for 
a while to enjoy the fall foliage or 
brave the frigid winter temps in-

person. Thanks to technology, 
though, I can offer her the next 
best thing: put my phone in the 
smartphone holder suctioned 
onto the windshield, start Face-
Time, set FaceTime to see out 
the phone's rear camera, and 
drive from Rocky River Marina 
to Berea Falls on the winding 
Valley Parkway. 

by DENNY WENDELL

Thirty-three years have 
passed since the disappear-
ance of 10-year-old Amy 

Mihaljevic after she vanished from 
the Bay Square Shopping Center in 
Bay Village on Oct. 27, 1989. The 
abductor had contacted Mihaljevic 
by telephone and arranged to 
meet her on the pretext of buying 
a gift for her mother because she 
had recently been promoted, as 
he told her.

On Feb. 8, 1990, the girl's 
body was found in a field in rural 
Ashland County. Evidence at the 
scene included the presence of 
yellow/gold colored fibers on 
her body. It appears her killer 
took several souvenirs including 
the girl's horse-riding boots, her 
denim backpack, a binder with 
"Buick, Best in Class" written on 
the front clasp, and turquoise ear-
rings in the shape of horse heads.

Jason Mihaljevic, brother of Amy, thanks the Walk 
for Amy crowd on Oct. 27 for their continuing 
support in solving his sister's disappearance.

More stories, photos 
and events online at 
wbvobserver.com   /wbvobserver

The Observer – Dedicated to the ideal 
that volunteers define a community.

Amy remembered, 33 years on
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by DAVE PFISTER

Please mark Sunday, Nov. 
13, from 2-4 p.m. on your 
calendar. The Westlake His-

torical Society is pleased to have 
Westlake Mayor Dennis Clough as 
our guest tour guide at the Clague 
House Museum. He will be lead-
ing tours of the 146-year-old home 
originally built and owned by the 
Clague family.

In addition, we plan to have 
several Dover and Westlake High 
School yearbooks and senior 
class photos on display. Our 
year books date from the 1920s 
through 1977.

There is no charge to attend 
this event. The Clague House 
Museum is located at 1371 Clague 
Road in Westlake. All are welcome 
and refreshments will be served 
as we celebrate the fall season. 

Tour the Clague Museum 
with Mayor Clough Nov. 13

Tour the Clague Museum on Sunday, Nov. 13, 2-4 p.m.

Fall leaf clean-up time
THE GREEN REPORT

by JENNIFER HARTZELL

Here in Bay Village and 
Westlake, fall means deal-
ing with leaves. We should 

all feel very lucky to have so many 
leaves to deal with, as that means 
we have big, beautiful trees that not 
only aid the health of us, wildlife 
and the planet, but greatly add to 
our property values.

Tree-lined streets are beauti-
ful and desirable. Neighborhoods 
without large, overstory trees feel 
so … exposed and uninviting. At 
least in my opinion. But, all of our 
large trees means work in the fall … 
and again, this is not a bad thing! 
Yardwork is great exercise, gets us 
outside and breathing in the fresh, 
autumn air. 

So, what is the best, most envi-
ronmentally friendly way to deal 
with leaves? Use your (hopefully 
electric) mower and mulch them! 

I have been reading more and more 
articles talking about the benefits of 
doing this.

This method gets you out of 
raking – yay! A study by Michigan 
State University found that mulch-
ing leaves onto the lawn is 100% 
beneficial. The leaves will break 
down and be decomposed by 
earthworms, leaving organic matter 
that will be used as fertilizer by your 
grass.

There are no negative effects to 
mulching leaves on your lawn – it 
will have a negligible or beneficial 
effect. The one thing to look out for 
is for the leaf mulch to not be so 
thick it covers your grass – the grass 
must still be vertical and visible. If 
you have too many leaves to mulch 
into your yard, you can use some in 
your flower beds, garden, or com-
post pile.

Why do these things? 

 See LEAF CLEAN-UP page 2

Mom enjoys the fall foliage in the Metroparks from her 
home in Japan.
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Taking mom for a virtual autumn drive
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Randolph L. Knavel, Attorney at Law
• Protect and Preserve Your Retirement Nest Egg
• Retirement Income Planning
• Wills & Living Trusts  -  Powers of Attorney
• Long Term Care Planning - In-Home Appts.
1991 Crocker Road, Suite 600, Westlake 
Call (440) 946-5155 to schedule an appt.

Social Security and Elder Law Questions?

Bay Village Resident

Jim’s Handyman Services
Over 30 years of Experience

Jim Clair/Owner
216-287-4761

mrjimclair@gmail.com
Licensed and Insured – Free Estimates

dba for Skysun, LLC  www.skysunsolar.com

Well, lawn health is one good 
reason. It is at best good for your lawn or 
at worst does nothing. Secondly, when 
we create self-sustaining yards (mean-
ing waste is not being created for outside 
disposal) it is a much better system.

Currently in Bay Village, when 
leaves are raked to the tree lawn and 
then sucked up by the leaf truck, they 
are being composted at the facil-
ity on Bassett Road jointly operated 
with Westlake, so this is not a horrible 
option.

But please refrain from bagging 
your leaves and yard waste. Yard waste 
in bags and cans marked "yard waste 
only" is picked up by our trash hauler, 
Republic Services. As I write this arti-
cle, bagged yard waste is still being 
composted (disposed of properly) but 
this is something that could change at 

any time as the compost facility used 
by Republic is running out of space.

This means there is a real threat 
that Bay Village's bagged yard waste 
will be put into the landfill. This is 
something we need to avoid at all costs. 
Yard waste should never be disposed of 
in a landfill.

So practice now by attempting 
to make your lawn as self-sustaining 
as possible. A self-sustaining lawn is 
good for everyone! If we were all able 
to accomplish this, then we would not 
need the big leaf trucks driving around, 
sucking up leaves, and burning grass 
and emitting CO2. This service is one 
we all pay for, and one day maybe we 
won’t need to.

To help your home become self-
sustaining, start by mulching your 
leaves into your lawn! 

Video chat apps like Apple's 
FaceTime, Google's Meet, Zoom, and 
Meta's WhatsApp to name a few, are 
the next best thing when in-person is 
unattainable.

Distance is not the only challenge 
it overcomes either, as I was reminded 
this week. I started taking an ASL class 
at Tri-C last month because when I was 
deaf for 16 months, I made a promise to 
myself that I would learn sign language. 
My goal is to be able to start signing 
my classes and presentations in three 

years so I can help the deaf community 
discover digital literacy.

Once a week, in-between classes, 
I walk across the street to my friend's 
house to practice signing because my 
neighbor is also in the same ASL class. 

I'm probably not contagious but my 
two-week-old cold is still lingering in 
my lungs, making me cough inces-
santly. So this week we practiced in 
the digital world via Zoom … she's only 
across the street but why risk it?

I've written about the power of 
video chat in my column over the 
years and I've also written about how 
my wife and I video chat (FaceTime) 
with our moms every morning, feel-
ing as if we are sitting in their kitchens 
talking about the weather. Borrowing 
my wife's words I recently read on her 
grant proposal, "They will not be iso-
lated and lonely so they will be hap-
pier. Because they will be happier, they 
will be healthier. A happy senior is a 
healthy senior." 

VIRTUAL DRIVE from front page    

by GEORGE RYAN

The leaves turn yellow or red.
My hair remains gray.
Birds dispute over food at our feeders.
Chipmunks scamper about at times to avoid a black cat.

POETRY

Fall

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

Questions? Email russbauknecht@gmail.com

A N N U A L 

Christmas  Tree 
S A L E

A N N U A L 

Christmas  Tree 
S A L E

Ba y V i l la g e K i wanis

Cahoon Park Gazebo

 Friday, November 25th
(9 a.m. - 7 p.m. This Friday Only)

Through
Sunday, December 11th

(Unless Sold Out Earlier)

WEEKEND HOURS
Fridays: 4 p.m. - 7 p.m. 

Saturdays: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
Sundays: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Fraser Firs, Canaan Firs, 
Douglas Firs and 

Colorado Spruces. 
Prices range from $60.00 

to $195.00. 
Sizes range from 6 feet up to 

11 feet.
Proceeds benefit community service 

projects and programs.
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by VICTOR RUTKOSKI

The Westlake Kiwanis held a RePlay for 
Kids project on Tuesday, Oct. 25, at West-
lake Porter Public Library. Eight members 

and five guests volunteered their time to work on 
the toys. There is nothing that makes a Kiwanian 
smile more than making life better for a child 
with a disability. 

They adapted the toys so they can be used 
by children with disabilities. It involves taking the 
toys apart and installing switches which can be 
used to make the toys operate in various ways, 
such as blowing into a tube or touching with the 
side of a head. They managed to complete 25 

various types of trucks. Leading the group were 
Edie Dale and Kendal Duncan from RePlay for 
Kids.

To learn more about volunteering with 
RePlay For Kids, a non-profit organization based 
in Medina, check their website at replayforkids.
org for dates and times of future workshops. They 
also accept donations of new or gently used toys 
and monetary donations.

If you're interested in helping with projects 
like this, why not join the Westlake Kiwanis, a 
hands-on community organization dedicated to 
helping children? Kiwanis is a global organiza-
tion of volunteers dedicated to improving the 
world one child and one community at a time.  

Why are these Kiwanians smiling?

Kiwanians Hal Paul, Vic Rutkoski, Kevin Walker, Ray Budoi, Bruce Zyrkowski, Bob Clancy 
and Norm Resko worked to adapt toys for children with disabilities.
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by CYNTHIA EAKIN

Trace the history of Cleveland’s East Fourth 
Street with Alan F. Dutka, author of “East 
Fourth Street : The Rise, Decline and 

Rebirth of an Urban Cleveland Street.”
Once home to Cleveland’s opera house, cen-

tral markets and five-and-dime stores, Fourth 
Street fell into disrepair in the second half of 
the twentieth century. Now, East Fourth Street 
serves as the center of a chic entertainment and 
residential district, perhaps the coolest place in 
Cleveland.

The Thursday, Nov. 17 presentation, held at 
the Bay Lodge on Bradley Road, begins with a 
social at 6 p.m., followed by dinner at 6:30 p.m. and 
program at 7 p.m. Dutka’s book will be available 
for purchase and signing.

The main dish will be provided by the historical 
society. Attendees with last names beginning with A 
through L should bring an appetizer or dessert for 
10 to share. Those with last names beginning with 
M through Z should bring a side dish. All attendees 
should bring their own place setting and beverage. 
There will be a $10 charge at the door for non-mem-
bers of the historical society. RSVP to htramba@
sbcglobal.net or call 440-537-1581. 

Trace the history 
of Cleveland's East 
Fourth Street

BAY VILLAGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Download complete 
PDF versions of Observer 

issues at: wbvobserver.com/                        
download-issues

Shop with a purpose 
this holiday season
by LISA MCDANELS

It’s hard to believe that 
Christmas is just around 
the corner. That means 

it’s time to get a jump on your 
holiday gift shopping!

Village Project is holding 
its annual Holiday Shoppe, 
a special shopping event, at 
their Project Shoppe store 
on Thursday, Dec. 1, from 
5-9 p.m. to assist you in find-
ing unique, locally-sourced 
gift items for all the special 
people on your list. Project 
Shoppe is located within Vil-
lage Project’s headquarters at 
27378 West Oviatt Road in Bay 
Village.

You will be able to shop 
and visit with local vendors 
onsite that evening, includ-
ing Gourmet Firehouse 
Salsa, Backattack Snacks and 
Macrons by Victoria, just to 
name a few.

Project Shoppe has an 
array of new merchandise 
and also offers fun, witty and 
fragrant candles from Furbish 

& Fire, The Home Pantry jams 
made from top-quality ingre-
dients sourced from local 
farms, delicious chutneys and 
savory spreads as well as a 
variety of holiday and themed 
gift items. You will also find 
specialty vinegars, granolas 
and herbed salts made right 
in the Village Project kitchen 
using the freshest, organic 
ingredients.

Grab a friend or two for 
a fun evening out on Dec. 
1. At the same time, experi-
ence the joy of shopping with 
a purpose at this local gem, 
knowing that proceeds from 
store purchases help support 
Village Project’s mission of 
coming together as a com-
munity of all ages to provide 
nourishing meals and extend-
ed care to our neighbors who 
are experiencing cancer.

This event is free with the 
donation of one item from Vil-
lage Project’s “Most Needed 
Donation Items” list available 
at ourvillageproject.com/
home/kitchen-wish-list. 

VILLAGE PROJECT
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The Bay Village Police and the FBI 
conducted an extensive investigation 
into her disappearance and murder. 
The case generated thousands of leads. 
Dozens of suspects were asked to take 
lie-detector tests, but no one has ever 
been charged with the crime. Law 
enforcement continues to pursue leads 

and monitor suspects to the present day. 
More than 20,000 interviews have taken 
place during the investigation, and the 
case is still open.

For three years, Bay Middle School 
teacher Mark Kevesdy has organized a 
one-mile walk as a fundraiser to assist 
the police and FBI in their continuing 
investigations into Amy's kidnapping 
and murder. This year's walk was held 
on Thursday, Oct. 27, the anniversary of 

her disappearance.
Bay Village Police Chief Robert Gil-

lespie told the walkers: “I want you all to 
know that this case is an open and active 
investigation. We are still getting tips 
from people locally and around the coun-
try.  We are utilizing the newest technolo-
gies to re-test evidence that we currently 
have. It only takes one piece of evidence 
to tie many pieces together.  I encourage 
anyone who knows anything about this 

incident to call the Bay Village PD.”
The FBI has offered a $27,000 reward 

to anyone who can provide information 
that leads to the arrest and conviction of 
the killer of Mihaljevic. 

Kevesdy has established a website, 
www.walkforamy.org, to accept dona-
tions. Kevesdy has established a website, 
www.walkforamy.org, to accept dona-
tions to aid in solving the murder of Amy 
Mihaljevic. 

AMY from front page    

Attendees of the Walk for Amy parade down Wolf Road in Bay Village on Oct. 27.

Bay Village Police Chief Rob Gillespie tells the crowd that Amy's 
disappearance is still an open case.

Bay Middle School teacher Mark Kevesdy thanks the crowd for their continued 
support in solving Amy's case.
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Pre-school to teens, classes are
during the 11:00 a.m. service,
For more info, contact Joy F. Smith,
yfmdirector@unityspiritualcenter.com

14.15 Unity _standard 1/16 ad1-16_Horizontal.indd   114.15 Unity _standard 1/16 ad1-16_Horizontal.indd   1 7/29/22   7:43 PM7/29/22   7:43 PM

620 Dover Center Rd.
Open Mon-Fri: 8-6, Sat: 8-5. Closed Sun.

Jim Sgro’s Village Barber Shop
ALL HAIRCUTS $20

Stop in anytime,
or call for an appointment

440-871-0899

Bay Middle School teacher Mark Kevesdy addresses attendees on the anniversary of Amy Mihaljevic's kidnapping.
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by DENNY WENDELL

The Bay Village Community Ser-
vices Department has bid fare-
well to Director Leslie Selig, who 

has retired after serving for eight years, 
and welcomed Emily Goers as the new 
director of the department.

Mayor Paul Koomar praised Selig 
during a recent City Council meeting, 
that since 2017 he has had the pleasure 
of working with her.

“Mrs. Selig has done so much with 
the program: the Strategic Planning 
Process and the BV60+ Program which 
serviced the adult community and has 
been widely successful, “Koomar said. 
"Comments have come forth from users 
of the program hoping that the program 
will move forward with the new direc-
tor and be bigger, stronger and better 
than ever. The Pickleball Program has 
been very successful as well.” The mayor 
added that he wants to thank Mrs. Selig 
for all she has done with her leadership 
and her staff.

New Community Services Director 
Emily Goers grew up in North Olmsted, 
attended Baldwin Wallace University 
and graduated with a degree in English. 
She is currently a graduate student at 

Kent State University studying Human 
Development & Family Studies/Geron-
tology.

Goers' qualifications include 16 
years working in senior living and serv-
ing older adults. Previous employers 
include Eliza Jennings, Menorah Park, 
and Independence Village.

She is a Certified Activity Director 
and Certified Dementia Practitioner.

“I have worked primarily in activity 

programing and dementia care," Goers 
said. "My favorite part about working 
with seniors and older adults is getting 
to hear their stories and learn about the 
things in life that are important to them 
and then creating meaningful experi-
ences inspired by those stories. I am so 
happy to be working for the City of Bay 
Village and look forward to serving local 
senior citizens through our senior center 
and community services office.” 

Change in leadership at Bay Village 
Community Services Department

DEMENTIA

Support Group
Specially Designed for Families 
and Caregivers

Thursday 
November 17, 2022 
December 15, 2022
3 p.m. to 4 p.m.

RSVP:  440-808-9275 or 
WestlakeArdenCourts@
promedica.org

© 2022 ProMedica Health System, Inc., or its affiliates

If you are caring for someone with 
dementia, who is caring for you?

You are not alone. This informational, supportive 

group will help you to learn more about the disease 

as well as understand their feelings about the 

changes dementia has made on their daily lives. 

Support groups can also help you: 

• Learn practical caregiving information

• Get mutual support

• Learn about your local community resources

• Find solutions to challenging behaviors

arden-courts.org

28400 Center Ridge Road 
Westlake, OH 44145

440-808-9275

14944_Westlake_Nov-Dec_6.25x7.75_1.indd   114944_Westlake_Nov-Dec_6.25x7.75_1.indd   1 10/3/22   10:08 AM10/3/22   10:08 AMPLEASE PROOFREAD.

Sat. Nov. 19
OPEN HOUSE

SHOP 10 a.m.-7 p.m.                                                                                 
Handmade & unique gifts 

Family Fun! 
HOLIDAY EXTRAVAGANZA! 

Begins at 3 p.m. 
Holiday Stations throughout the campus: 

Hot Cocoa Bar, Ornament Making, Holiday 
Shop, Cash Bar, Face Painting, Raffles
4-7 p.m. Normandy PTA Bake Sale,    

Cafe Melissa & Chatty’s Pizzeria 
5-6 p.m. Bay High School Holiday 

Music, Meet Santa                                
5:50 p.m. Tree Decorating  &                                         

Lighting 

Holiday TRUNK SHOW 
Thurs. Dec. 15  6-9 p.m.  

Favorite vendors, libations & lite bites!  
Fuller House Gallery, free.

 KIDS SHOPPING DAYS!                                                            
Affordably priced gifts, bake sale, gift 
wrapping & plenty of elves to help.                                                    

Dec. 10 & 17: 10 a.m.-2 p.m. 
Dec. 11 & 18: 12-3 p.m.   

 GIFT CARDS make great gifts!
Extended Holiday Hours: 

Mon.-Thu. 9 a.m.- 8 p.m., 
Fri. 9 a.m.-5 p.m., 

Sat. 10 a.m.-5 p.m., Sun. 12-5 p.m.
BAYarts 28795 Lake Rd., Bay Village 

www.BAYarts.net

BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY SERVICES

Leslie Selig, left, passed the torch to incoming director of Community 
Services, Emily Goers.
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by MIKE ISKANDAR

Mezza Mediterranean Cuisine is so 
excited to be celebrating our 18th 
anniversary in the city of Westlake! 

There have been plenty of ups and downs due 
to the pandemic but thanks to our loyal cus-
tomers and wonderful community, we are still 
going strong. In fact, we recently renovated 
our dining room at 28743 Center Ridge Road 
to give Mezza a fresh new look and feel.   Along 
with the warm and inviting atmosphere, there 
have been new additions to our menu such as 
Greek Fries, Mediterranean Rice Salad, Kafta, 
Warm Cinnamon Pita Chips, and more. Be 
sure to warm up with one of our homemade 
soups as well. We offer dine-in, take-out, and 
delivery. All this and more can be found on 
our website mezzaonline.com.

We will be hosting a celebration of our 
18th anniversary on Saturday, Nov. 19, from 11 
a.m. to 7 p.m., with 18% off your entire order! 
Also one lucky guest will be the winner of a 
$50 Mezza gift card. In addition we will have 
acoustic music performed by Mark Hunter, 
lead singer of the Ark Band, from 4-6 p.m. No 
reservations necessary.

Have an event or gathering coming up 
for the holidays? Mezza catering is a delicious 
and convenient way to prepare for it offer-
ing up plentiful platters of appetizers, gyros, 
chicken, salads, desserts, and more. Our 
hours are 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Tuesday through 
Saturday. Come fill your Mediterranean crav-
ings today! 

Westlake restaurant 
celebrates 18 years
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       Voting YES for the levy is a vote to:
                      Invest in our excellent schools

                      Invest in our excellent community
This operating levy will maintain the high level of tradition of

excellence Bay Schools offers its students.
Paid for by the Citizens for Bay Schoolswww.CitizensforBay.com

by BETH ZELLERS

The Bay Village Community Council 
held its final meeting of the year 
on Oct. 24, with representatives 

from many of the city's civic and nonprofit 
organizations reporting on the news and 
activities of their groups. The Council will 
meet again in January to select the 2023 
Citizen and Project of the Year. To nominate 
a worthy Bay Village resident or community 
project, forms are available for download 
from wbvobserver.com.

The Bay Village American Legion 
will be celebrating Veterans Day, Nov. 11, 
at Normandy School. Veterans related to 
the students will be in attendance for the 
special assembly. Additionally, there will 
be a discussion on U.S. government from 
1620-present, as well as an overview of the 
history of the hand salute and when/how it 
should be used. The program will conclude 
with a parade led by the Legion Color Guard 
and veterans around the school property.

The Sabrina Noelle Foundation 
will host a Make-N-Take and Meet & Bead 
event for teens on Nov. 6 and Dec. 11 from 
2-4 p.m. Not sure how to make a bracelet? 
Want to learn a few tricks, want to hang 
with your friends? All free, we have beads 
and supplies. Or bring your own and add to 
your collection. For more information on 
this and other upcoming events, or to make 
a bead donation, visit sabrinanoelle.org.

The Bay Village Chapter, League 
of Women Voters sponsored a forum 
on Oct. 11, featuring 4 speakers explaining 
how school funding works in Ohio. A video 
of the forum is available at lwvgreatercleve-
land.org under the Resources tab. Voters 
are reminded to cast their ballots on or 
before Nov. 8. Nonpartisan candidate infor-
mation is available at vote411.org; judicial 
candidate info is available at judge4your-
self.com. Explanation of the proposed Bay 
Village charter amendments can be found 
at cityofbayvillage.com.

Bay Village Kiwanis will again be 
selling Christmas trees at Cahoon Park 

starting the day after Thanksgiving on 
Fridays-Sundays until we sell out. Warren 
Remein was recently sworn in as club presi-
dent. The Bay High School Key Club  is up 
to a record 250 members.

In August 2022, Friends of Bay Vil-
lage Kennel (FOBVK) changed its name 
to Friends of Bay Village Community 
Cats. We are a very small, all volunteer 
organization and we feel we can best serve 
Bay Village animals by concentrating on 
care for the community cat population. 
Between February 2021 and August 2022, 
we responded to calls from more than 60 
households involving more than 100 cats. 
We are not a rescue organization, although 
we can help residents locate a rescue orga-
nization and care for a friendly cat until 
the rescue has space to take the cat. We 
are looking for more fosters by next kitten 
season. Contact Susan Murnane at 440-
541-3304 if you want to volunteer or know 
of cats in need.  Or contact us through Face-
book at Friends BVCC.

The New Bay Village Dog Kennel 
Fund met on Oct. 19 with Mayor Koomar, 
Law Director Barbour, Police Chief Gil-
lespie and Project Manager Kathryn Kerber. 
We presented preliminary cost estimates 
for a new kennel. The meeting had healthy 
discussion regarding priority needs in 
considering what the future kennel must 
address. Another meeting will be held to 
share input from the city's engineers.

The Village Bicycle Cooperative 
is hosting Open Shop hours Wednesdays 
and Saturdays. During Open Shop hours 
bikes may be donated and/or purchased 
from present inventory, cash or check 
only. Mechanic volunteers will be avail-
able to offer repair advice. A limited 
number of work stands may be used by 
patrons for repair or maintenance. Check 
villagebicycle.org for shop hours and 
updates. VBC's Fix It Forward program 
will again donate bicycles to a variety of 
charitable organizations to distribute and 
provide safe transportation to people in 
need. Please consider donating outgrown 

or used bicycles for this program.
The Bay Village Foundation seeks 

to raise $50,000 to support the creation of 
a Village Green in partnership with the 
City of Bay Village. So far, $15,000 has been 
donated. To make a contribution, visit the-
bayvillagefoundation.org.

The Bay Village Garden Club's 
annual "Greening" project fundraiser will 
feature member-made holiday arrange-
ments available for pre-order prior to Dec. 
6. Details will be announced soon. Club 
members plan to place fresh greens in the 
"Welcome" flower pots at the entrances to 
the city by early December.

Lake Erie Nature & Science Center 
offers free general admission to indoor and 
outdoor exhibits seven days a week from 9 
a.m. to 4 p.m. The Center offers free wildlife 
services 7 days a week from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Members of the community are encour-
aged to call 440-871-2900, ext. 204, or email 
wildlife@lensc.org with wildlife questions 
and concerns. A full slate of fall programs 
for children, teens and adults is available 
at lensc.org.

The Bay Village Green Team is 
exploring various projects to use Fund to 
Reforest Bay Village donations to plant 
trees on public property, including a pos-
sible partnership with Bay Schools to use 
native plants and trees to create an outdoor 
education space at Normandy. To donate 
to the fund, visit bayvillagegreenteam.
org. A second composting drop-off site 
has opened in Reese Park. To learn more 
about the $10/month membership, visit 
rustbeltriders.com. Residents are reminded 
to ignore the numbers on plastic items to 
determine recyclability; instead consider 
the shape of the item. Plastic bottles and 
jugs can be recycled if the neck or opening 
is narrower than the body.

The Bay Village Historical Society, 
in cooperation with Bay Kiwanis, will again 
be bringing Santa Claus to Bay Village. He 
will ride through the city streets aboard a 
fire truck the afternoon of Sunday, Dec. 4, 
departing from Bay Lodge about 2 p.m. He 

will end up at the Cahoon Memorial Park 
gazebo about 4:30 p.m., where he will help 
light the city’s holiday tree. A map of his 
route will be published in the Observer and 
on the Facebook pages of the society and 
Kiwanis.

The Bay Village City School Dis-
trict has an operations levy on the Nov. 8 
ballot. Supt. Scot Prebles has been meeting 
with district families and community mem-
bers as part of his 100-day plan since start-
ing on Aug. 1. He and Treasurer Meghan 
Rohde have been attending PTA meetings, 
Booster meetings, civic group meetings, 
information sessions at local churches and 
visiting small groups in residents’ homes.

The Martha Devotion Huntington 
Chapter, Daughters of the American 
Revolution is looking for new members. 
The DAR is a national service organization 
open to any woman, 18 years or older, who 
can prove lineal decent from a patriot of the 
American Revolution. Members support 
community service, preserving history, 
educating children, as well as honoring and 
supporting those who serve our nation. For 
more information, contact Nancy McGrew 
at mdh.dar1776@gmail.com. Chapter vol-
unteers will place donated wreaths on the 
graves of veterans at our local Ohio Western 
Reserve National Cemetery, in Rittman on 
Dec. 14. The wreaths cost $15 each. The 
Chapter will receive $5 per wreath to be 
used to help local veterans. The wreaths 
can be purchased at www.wreathsacros-
samerica.org/OH0132P.

Village Project is kicking off the 
holiday season with its Holiday Shoppe on 
Thursday, Dec. 1, 5-9 p.m. Enjoy holiday 
refreshments and sample a treat or two 
from new and current local vendors that 
will be showcasing their products. Shop 
with a purpose and experience the joy of 
giving by shopping at this local gem, know-
ing that proceeds from store purchases 
help support the Village Project mission! 
Admission is free (with suggested dona-
tion of one item from our “Most Needed 
Donations” List – see ourvillageproject.
com). Enter through Project Shoppe, 
27378 W. Oviatt Rd.

The Bay Village Women’s Club will 
host its annual Christmas Party Dec. 1 at 
Westwood Country Club, $35 to attend. 

Bay civic groups share news, events
BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

by JULEE ALEXY

The 2nd annual Pump-
kins for Pets fundraiser 
was held on Oct. 8 at 

Bay Middle School. The fun-
draiser collects money from 
donations for the Bay Vil-
lage Kennel and the Quincy 
Humane Society.

We were thrilled to exceed 
last year's donations, raising 
$1,700 for these two orga-
nizations. It was a beautiful, 

chilly, fall day and anyone 
who stopped by enjoyed free 
pumpkins, cookies, cider, pet 
photos and was entered into a 
drawing for the "Dawg" basket!

My love for my commu-
nity and my rescue dog Quincy 
Jones, a 5-year-old Bernese 
Mountain Dog, prompted me 
to start this fundraiser in 2021. 
Quincy is the star of the day 
and we are both grateful for 
all who stopped by or made a 
donation! 

Annual Pumpkins for Pets fundraiser exceeds 2021 donations
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SPAGHETTI DINNER
SATURDAY, NOV. 19 * 4-7 P.M.

$14 per dinner
Featuring Tony Dostal’s 

famous sauce

Includes salad, roll, 
& sweet

Dine In or Take Out 
at Bay Middle School

27725 Wolf Rd.

Walk-ins Welcome!

Bay Village Kiwanis

Pre-order online at: bay-village-kiwanis-club.square.site
by Nov. 5

David Jansheski’s large-scale, 
wood block and silk-screen 
prints are featured through 

November in a special exhibit at the 
Center for Artful Living, 26633 Detroit 
Road in Westlake, at the Carolyn L. Far-
rell Foundation for Brain Health.

Jansheski (1954-2014), who stud-
ied and lived in Cleveland as well as 
in Minneapolis, Chicago and Santa 
Fe, completed artist residencies in 
New Zealand, the Philippines, and 
Scotland. His work demonstrates his 
keen interest in themes from archi-
tecture and nature to abstract forms 
and colors. He once said, “I pursued 
the gift that God gave me to the best 
of my ability” when listing his most 
significant accomplishment.

Jansheski’s work is displayed 
worldwide, including in a ceiling mural 
at the University of Illinois in Chicago 
called “The Sky Is Deeper than the 
Ocean.” The exhibit is in collaboration 
with the Community Foundation of 
Lorain County and the Carolyn L. Far-
rell Foundation. Works are for sale and 
benefit both organizations.

The Center for Artful Living pro-
vides an opportunity for all to enjoy 
the artwork of a variety of professional 
artists from northeast Ohio, in a smaller 
and comfortable setting especially for 
individuals affected by cognitive brain 
health issues.

The Center and the exhibition are 
open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through 
Friday. 

Art exhibit at the Farrell Foundation

Nomination period opens        
for annual Bay Village honors
by TARA WENDELL

The Bay Village Community 
Council has opened the nomi-
nation period for the annual Bay 

Village Citizen of the Year and Project 
of the Year awards, to recognize those 
who have offered their time and talents 
in the service of others.

Citizen of the Year nominees, 
either individual or couple, must be 
Bay Village residents that have pro-
vided significant community service 
without monetary reward. Although 
not necessarily an annual designation, 
special projects will be considered for 
Project of the Year based on commu-
nity impact and the involvement of 
volunteers and organizations.

Nomination forms are available 
at wbvobserver.com, City Hall, the 
Bay Village Branch Library, and from 
members of the Bay Village Com-

munity Council. Completed forms 
may be submitted via email to tara@
wbvobserver.com or mailed to Bay 
Village Community Council, 350 
Dover Center Road, Bay Village, OH 
44140.

The Community Council will 
accept nominations until Monday, Jan. 
16, and the selection committee will 
meet shortly afterward to choose this 
year’s winner.

The Bay Village Community 
Council is where Bay’s civic groups 
come together. Representatives from 
member groups meet quarterly to dis-
cuss upcoming events and initiatives, 
share ideas and look for collaboration 
opportunities.

For more information about the 
Bay Village Community Council or 
the Citizen of the Year/Project of 
the Year awards, please email tara@
wbvobserver.com. 

BAY VILLAGE COMMUNITY COUNCIL

The IRS-sponsored AARP Tax-
Aide program is looking for 
volunteers for the upcoming 

tax filing season. AARP Founda-
tion Tax-Aides provide free personal 
income tax assistance and tax form 
preparation for low and moderate 
income taxpayers, with special atten-
tion to those age 50+. 

You need not have any prior tax 
experience. As an AARP Tax-Aide vol-
unteer, you will be provided with free 
training through IRS designed classes. 
The initial meeting for prospective 
volunteers is in early December. Tax 
preparation season runs from mid-
January to mid-April.  We are look-
ing for volunteers for Fairview Park, 
Westlake, and Bay Village.

Our volunteers fill several roles:
1. Counselors: Work with taxpayers 

to prepare the paperwork used for 

the tax return.
2. Computer Operators: Enter the 

taxpayer’s information into the 
computer for electronic filing and 
printing.

3. Greeters: Greet and assist our 
clients and keep our sites flowing 
smoothly.

4. Technical Coordinators: Use their 
knowledge of personal comput-
ers, software, and electronic com-
munication systems to set up and 
maintain the hardware and soft-
ware used at our tax preparation 
sites.

As a volunteer, you’ll meet a great 
group of people! For more informa-
tion go to our local site at: taxaide.
webs.com.  Click on recruitment and 
fill in your information.  Someone will 
contact you. 

Tax-Aide program seeks 
volunteers



More stories, photos and events online at www.wbvobserver.com   

8 1 NOVEMBER 2022 • WESTLAKE | BAY VILLAGE OBSERVER                                     

by KAREN MISCIAGNA

Being a first-time kindergarten 
family can be overwhelming. 
This year, Normandy Elementary 

School, Bay Village City School District’s 
grades K-2 building, decided to make the 
transition easier on students and parents 
with summer playdates and a monthly 
Lunch & Learn webinar series.

Once registered for kindergarten, 
Class of 2035 families had the opportunity 
to sign up for an optional playdate over the 
summer – in June or August – to attend a 
small-group, meet-up event. Each of the 
four, 60-minute playdates offered building 
tours, Class of 2035 T-shirts, playground 
playtime and a photo opportunity with 

their Normandy Principal Dan Sebring.
“The playdates provided an oppor-

tunity for students to see a typical kinder-
garten classroom and play on their school 
playground with some new classmates,” 
said Sebring. “Parents appreciated the 
chance to meet other parents, share 
knowledge and create new connections.”

In August, Normandy launched its 
second new initiative for kindergarten 
families with the Lunch & Learn monthly 
webinar series. This Zoom-based program 
for kindergarten parents invites them to 
spend one lunchbreak a month with Bay 
Village Schools’ own experts to learn par-
enting tips ranging from “Why It’s Impor-
tant to Read to/with Your Child” to “The 
Learning Pit, and Why it’s OK to Struggle.” 

There is almost always a book recommen-
dation, too, so that parents can continue 
to refine their own approach to parenting.

Normandy parent Bryan Sokolowski, 
whose daughter Juliet is a kindergartner at 
Normandy, has attended all the webinars 
so far, and plans on continuing to spend 
one lunch a month listening to the infor-
mation sessions.

“I appreciate that Normandy School 
provides additional resources, like the 
Lunch & Learn webinar series, for parents 
like me who are new to the district,” said 
Sokolowski. “Once a month, I brown bag 
it, hop on Zoom and listen to Bay Village 
Schools' own experts to learn parenting 
tips. As a first-time kindergarten dad, I 
have found the time to be well spent.”

Principal Sebring is pleased with the 
attendance and feedback from both of 
these new initiatives. Recently, the month-
ly Lunch & Learn webinar series has been 
opened up to all Normandy parents to also 
help first- and second-grade families who 
may want to log on. Sebring said he hopes 
to be able to continue offering playdates 
and webinars for the 2023-24 school year.

“In Bay Village, we are always look-
ing for ways to connect with parents and 
support them as partners in their child's 
education,” said Sebring. “By using our 
Zoom skills, we can easily host a lunch-
time session for parents who can attend in 
real time, and then share the recording for 
others who were unable to attend. We feel 
we have a great mix of topics to support 
parents as they seek to build their child's 
skills in academic and executive function-
ing areas.”

For more information, or to attend 
the Lunch & Learn webinar series, please 
contact Normandy Elementary School at 
440-617-7350 or call the district's commu-
nications department at 440-617-7307. 

Normandy School hosts playdates, 
webinars to ease transition to kindergarten

BAY VILLAGE CITY SCHOOLS

Normandy Elementary School started two initiatives this school year for incoming kindergarten families to ease the transition and calm anxiety. One of 
those initiatives was a summer playdate where students and their families gathered to meet other new kindergarten families.

Screenshots from the August, September and October Lunch & Learn webinar series.
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www.mezzaonline.com

Celebrating 18 years in Westlake!
Join us on Saturday, Nov. 19, 
11 a.m.-7 p.m., 
for an anniversary celebration!

 18% off your entire order! 
A chance to win a $50 Mezza Gift Card! 
Acoustic music by Mark Hunter from 4-6 p.m.

Enjoy some old favorites or try our new dishes!

Please proofread, and confirm.   WBVObserver

by DAVID FUNNELL

As I grab a nearby pencil on 
my bedside table to draft 
this article on family tra-

dition I realize that it's my dad's 
obsolete mechanical pencil. 
Beet red, with a black rotator 
and chromed tips, it has no more 
pocket clip. All it says now on 
the Bakelite barrel, is FOR REAL 
THIN LEAD.

October passing into Novem-
ber points for me to the tradition 
of naming these waning months 
of our years in Latin, with a hidden 
meaning of Seven Eight Nine Ten, 
obscured behind an etymology of an Old 
Country liturgical calendar. Why do we 
not even pause to notice that the "tenth" 
month, December is now the twelfth?

Our time in any given generation is 
not retractable like my pencil. The inter-
nal mechanism advances or permits the 
user to push back the lead after a back-

wards twist.
At its beginnings our civilization 

was based on writing. The reason for 
the shape of our capital letter A is long 
known to correspond to ancient epi-
graphs written "as the ox plows." Back 
and forth went the writer’s stylus on clay 
tablet, or hammer into a rock.

“Post-moderns” esteem our for-
ward social progress as conferring 
unmixed good. Doesn’t it offend our 

dignity to look back at 
those bygone millen-
nia? Don’t we suffer 
a moral insult if we 
compare the ancients 
to our proper, forward-
looking attainments 
as global citizens, now 
that we’re self-aware, 
emotionally intelli-
gent? Our technically 
re-imagined humanity 
justly demands of each 
of its members a jeal-
ous guardianship of the 

greatest possible common good.
Corroded remnants retrieved from 

an undersea shipwreck in the Mediter-
ranean now arrest scientific attention 
by online reports of “shocking” proof of 
the very sizable deficit in the vision of 
a great, irresistible societal evolution. 
Those very ancient Greeks, whose classi-
cal pagan writers give us our Liberal Arts 
had attained such S.T.E.M. skills as to 

construct the Antikythera Mechanism.
Digital reconstruction of the artifact 

shows it clocked the heavenly bodies 
through 19-year cycles seen today.

Scientific practice holds the stan-
dard of longitudinal replication up to 
observables. Since the turn of the 21st 
century this test was cast to the winds. 
With the entrance of a distressingly more 
certain prospect of a chill winter that has 
no deterrent in this world, I am finish-
ing this manuscript draft with a wooden 
pencil, that broadens each stroke inexo-
rably to require that I get out the sharp-
edged conical pencil sharpener to pare 
away the hexagonal wood, leaving curly 
waves of yellow paint inside the waste 
capsule.

Let the symbol of a field well-
plowed and of a calendar that has regard 
for the moon (that its full brings forth 
reflected light from the West) remind us 
all that like the earth around the sun, its 
progress is counter-clockwise.

On the broken-off pocket clip of 
my mechanical pencil, for those inter-
ested, the manufacturer's name was 
Autopoint. 

‘Western’ Reserve recollects Old Country heritages

The pencil's missing pocket clip was stamped "Autopoint."

Autumn at Clague Park  by Carol Maat
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Following is Westlake Porter Public 
Library’s upcoming calendar of events. All 
programs are subject to change. Please check 
westlakelibrary.org or follow the library on 
Facebook and Twitter (@WestlakePorter) 
for the latest updates.

by ELAINE WILLIS

Nov. 1 through Nov. 8 – Thank Our 
Veterans – Honor our veterans by cre-
ating thank-you cards to be delivered to 
area independent living facilities. Materi-
als available at the Youth Services Desk.

Tuesday, Nov. 1 (7-8:30 p.m.) World 
at War Forum: Pershing and the 
AEF Win WWI – Andrew Mangels 
describes how General John Pershing 
led the American Expeditionary Force 
into battle and helped to defeat the Ger-
mans. Please register.

Wednesday, Nov. 2 (4-5 p.m.) Virtu-
al Author Talk: Lisa Napoli, “Susan, 
Linda, Nina and Cokie”  – Join us 
online for an enlightening conversation 
with acclaimed writer, journalist and 
broadcaster Lisa Napoli as she discussed 
her book about the founding mothers of 
NPR. Streamed live. Please register.

Wednesday, Nov. 2 (6:30-8:30 p.m.) 
Horror Film Club – Join us for another 
creepy classic from the Vault! New mem-
bers are welcome, but children under 13 
must be with an adult. Please register.

Wednesdays, Nov. 2, 9, 16 and 30 
(7-7:30 p.m.) and Saturdays, Nov. 5 and 
26 (10:30-11 a.m.) Family Storytime 
– Join us for rhymes, songs and play! For 
families with children ages 2-6. Siblings 
are welcome. Registration begins one 
week before each session.

Thursday, Nov. 3 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
Computer Basics & Introduction 
to Northstar – Learn how to turn on a 
computer, use a mouse, go online, and 
access Northstar Digital Literacy for self-
paced online learning. Please register.

Thursday, Nov. 3 (1-7 p.m.) – Amer-
ican Red Cross Bloodmobile

Friday, Nov. 4 (10:30-11:15 a.m.) and 
Sunday, Nov. 13 (2-2:45 p.m.) Adapted 
Storytime – Join us for this storytime 
designed for children who may not be 
successful in a typical storytime. Content 
is geared toward ages 3-7. Registration 
begins one week before each session.

Friday, Nov. 4 (7-9 p.m.) Friends’ 
50th Anniversary Birthday Bash – 
Join us for an evening celebrating the 
Friends’ 50th Anniversary with a birth-
day bash! There will be special events, 
music, treats, and more! Please register.

Saturday, Nov. 5 (1-3 p.m.) Health 
Fair – Join us to learn more about health! 
The fair will include health screenings, a 
program about decluttering, informa-

tion from various health groups, and a 
prize drawing.

Saturday, Nov. 5 (1-2 p.m.) Declut-
ter Your Mind and Space – Join Chris 
Lotenero and Peg Shumate as they show 
us how to organize, declutter, simplify, 
and discover what is truly important in 
life. Part of the Health Fair. Registration 
required. 

Sunday, Nov. 6 (2–3:30 p.m.) Patch 
it, Don’t Trash It! – Bring a piece of 
clothing of any kind that needs repaired 
and learn basic sewing techniques to 
extend the wearability of your favorite 
clothes! Grades K-5. Please register.

Monday, Nov. 7 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) Teen 
Craft Pick-Up – A take home craft kit 
for teens in grades 7-12. This month’s 
craft is a mason jar candle holder. Please 
register.

Monday, Nov. 7 (10-10:30 a.m.) 
Myrna Chelko Early Literacy Initia-
tive Storytime – Members of WPPL’s 
Myrna Chelko Early Literacy Initiative 
are invited to join Ms. Jamie for a morn-
ing of silly stories, songs and rhymes! You 
must be eligible to join or have already 
joined the MCELI to attend. To register, 
visit westlakelibrary.beanstack.org.

Mondays, Nov. 7, 14 and 28 (3:30-
5:30 p.m.) Teen Lounge – Need a place 
to hang after school? Video games, board 
games, snacks and more!

Monday, Nov. 7 (6-8:30 p.m.) 
HeartSaver CPR/AED – Get certi-
fied for adult, child, and infant CPR and 
AED. Class led by certified instructors 
from UH St. John Medical Center. Visit 
uhems.org/event-search to register. 
Email account required. Participants 
under the age of 14 must have a parent 
or legal guardian in class. If any ques-
tions, contact the instructors at uh4cpr@
gmail.com. 

Monday, Nov. 7 (7-8 p.m.) Con-
sumer Education for Military Fami-
lies – A representative from the Better 
Business Bureau Serving Greater Cleve-
land will discuss Consumer Education 
for military consumers, their families, 
and veterans to prevent them from fall-
ing victim to predatory businesses and 
scams. Please register.

Tuesday, Nov. 8 (4:30–5 p.m.) A 
Salute to Veterans – Join us for a 
Veterans Day story and create greeting 
cards paying tribute to local veterans in 
appreciation of their service. Grades K-2. 
Please register.

Tuesday, Nov. 8 (7-8:30 p.m.) Tues-
day Evening Book Club (In Person 
AND Virtual) – Join the WPPL Tues-
day Evening Book Club in person or on 
Zoom to discuss "The Forest of Vanishing 
Stars" by Kristen Harmel. The discus-
sion will be held in person and on Zoom 

simultaneously. Please register. If you 
register for the Zoom option you will 
receive a Zoom invitation and instruc-
tions by email.

Wednesday, Nov. 9 (7-8 p.m.) 
Cookbook Discussion: Talk About 
Your Favorite Recipe! – Pick a cook-
book from our library shelves, and bring 
a dish to share! This meeting will focus 
on comfort food! Please register.

Wednesday, Nov. 9 (7-8 p.m.) 
Author Visit with Eric Carlson 
Author of Muladona – Join us for a 
virtual author visit with author Eric Carl-
son, joining us live from Geneva, Swit-
zerland! Carlson is an author of horror, 
weird, and other forms of speculative 
fiction.

Thursday, Nov. 10 (7-8 p.m.) Virtual 
Author Talk: Bonnie Garmus – Join 
us online for a dazzlingly entertaining 
chat with author Bonnie Garmus as she 
discusses her debut New York Times 
bestselling novel Lessons in Chemistry. 
Streamed live. Please register.

Thursday, Nov. 10 (3:30-4:30 p.m.) 
Roblox Arcade – We have some pri-
vate servers set up for Tweens in grades 
4-6 to hang out with their friends and 
enjoy some of the most popular games 
via Zoom. Join us in person on online. 
Registration begins Nov. 3.

Thursday, Nov. 10 (6-8:30 p.m.) First 
Aid & Stop the Bleed With Univer-
sity Hospitals – Join us for a program 
which combines the classes First Aid & 
Stop the Bleed. Check-in starts at 5:45 
p.m. Class starts at 6 p.m. Class led by 
certified instructors from UH St. John 
Medical Center. Please register.

Thursday, Nov. 10 (6:30-7:30 p.m.) 
A Passion for Puppets Storytime 
– This storytime features puppets and 
a craft time. It is designed for children 
who may not be successful in a typical 
storytime experience. Ages 3-7. Registra-
tion begins Nov. 3.

Thursday, Nov. 10 (7-8 p.m.) Thurs-
day Night Book Discussion – This 
month’s title is "Ghosts of Harvard" by 
Francesca Serritella. The group meets 
the second Thursday of odd months. 
Participants will need to obtain their 
own copies of the title. Please register.

Friday, Nov. 11 (2-3:30 p.m.) Veter-
ans' Coffee and Chat Hour – Join us 
for a coffee and tea hour honoring our 
veterans. Participants are encouraged 
to bring a memento, such as a patch, 
photograph, or token of their time in 
service that invites a story to share with 
all. Please register.

Friday, Nov. 11 (4-4:45 p.m.) Fun 
Science Friday: Colorful Leaves – 
Join Mrs. K as we explore the wonders of 
our world. Fall leaves will change color 
before our eyes! Discoveries will be 
made through hands-on experiments, 
active participation and a simple take 
home project. Ages 4-6, up to Kindergar-
ten. Registration begins Nov. 4.

Saturday, Nov. 12 (10-11:30 a.m.) 
Homemade Scented Bath Bombs and 
Sugar Scrubs – Learn how to make a 
scented bath bomb and sugar scrub 
using a few simple ingredients from 
your very own kitchen. Self-care will 
also be covered. These items will make 
excellent stocking stuffers! Registration 
begins Nov. 5.

Saturday, Nov. 12 (3-4 p.m.) Illus-
tration Creation – Learn about a 
featured illustrator and then create a 
project inspired by their art. Grades 1-3. 
Registration begins Nov. 5.

Sunday, Nov. 13 (2-3 p.m.) Art 
Smarts – Explore some works of a well-
known artist and then use what you’ve 
seen to create an art piece of your own! 
Grades 4-6. Registration begins Nov. 6.

Sunday, Nov. 13 (2-4 p.m.) World 
Kindness Day – A global day that pro-
motes the importance of being kind to 
each other, to yourself, and to the world. 
Join us as we recognize World Kindness 
Day with a proclamation from Westlake 
Mayor Dennis Clough, kindness-themed 
crafts, giveaways, and a Kindland infor-
mation session. 

Monday, Nov. 14 (9 a.m-9 p.m.) 
Our Heritage Craft Kit Pick Up – 
Celebrate the diversity of our American 
heritage with these fun crafts! Registra-
tion begins Nov. 7.

Monday, Nov. 14 (9 a.m.-9 p.m.) 
Tween Craft Pick-Up – A take home 
craft kit for grades 4-6. Registration 
begins Nov. 7.

Monday, Nov. 14 (10-10:30 a.m.) 
Music Monday – Develop pre-reading 
skills with music, movement and rhythm 
through stories, songs and rhymes. Ages 
2-6. Registration begins Nov. 7.

Monday, Nov. 14 (7-8:30 p.m.) 
Maker Monday: USB Flash Drive 
Uses – Learn about the useful things 
you can do with a USB drive! Please 
bring a blank USB flash drive. Please 
register.

Tuesday, Nov. 15 (4 p.m.) Virtual 
Author Talk: Kwame Christian – Join 
us online for an enlightening hour with 
bestselling author Kwame Christian 
as he chats about his new book, "How 
to Have Difficult Conversations About 
Race." Streamed live. Please register.

Tuesday, Nov. 15 (7-8:30 p.m.) His-
tory of the Buckland Museum of 
Witchcraft & Magick – Join Steve 
Intermill, Director of the Buckland 
Museum, as he discusses Cleveland’s 
own museum of witchcraft and all its 
weird, wonderful, and unique items. 
Please register.

Tuesday, Nov. 15 (7-8 p.m.) Young 
Adult Book Club – "The Hitch-Hiker’s 
Guide to the Galaxy" by Douglas Adams. 
Those unable to attend in person can 
join us simultaneously via Zoom. Please 
register.

To register for any of the programs, 
please visit westlakelibrary.org/events. 

Westlake Porter Public Library’s                       
upcoming calendar of events

Advertise for the Holidays 
Promote your business or holiday specials in the Observer 

and help support a great community resource!
Contact us at 440-409-0114 or staff@wbvobserver.com for special rates.
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by WALTER TOPP

Worried about the security of 
elections in Ohio?

Questioning the results 
of recent elections?

Afraid that we are losing a critical 
component of our 225-year-old democ-
racy?

If so, turn off the TV, power down 
your phone, and lend a hand in running 
free and fair elections here in Cuyahoga 
County. The County Board of Elections 
(BOE) is always looking for poll workers 
to work election day at voting locations 
and for temporary workers to assist full-
time staff members at the BOE head-
quarters in the weeks before and after 

voting.
These aren’t volunteer opportu-

nities – you can actually get paid for 
defending democracy at the grassroots 
level. Not only that, you’ll work with 
friendly people, serve your communi-
ty, and have a front row seat to observe 
how elections are conducted and to 
see the multiple safeguards that are in 
place to ensure accurate and timely vote 
counting.

According to Ohio Secretary of 
State Frank LaRose – the state’s lead-
ing election official – audits of the 2020 
presidential election in Ohio found 
that the state’s results were 99.98 per-
cent accurate. Forty-five states and the 
District of Columbia have some type 

of audit requirement. No state audit 
uncovered significant errors or flaws 
following the 2020 election.

But some candidates are already 
alleging that the upcoming midterm 
elections – which haven’t even been 
held yet – will be fraudulent.  

So, it’s understandable that some 
normal people might be concerned 
about the security of election processes 
and the validity of election results.

In response, LaRose, like election 
officials elsewhere in the nation, has 
stepped up efforts to explain voting 
procedures and describe the security 
measures that protect the integrity of 
our election systems. The Secretary of 
State’s website (ohiosos.gov) provides a 
fact sheet on voting security. The County 
BOE website also provides information 
on election security.

Did you know that any election 
worker that comes anywhere near a 
ballot – voted or unvoted – or comes 

near a scanner or a pollbook, must be a 
member of a bipartisan team? Did you 
know that every paper ballot is retained 
for recount and audit purposes, even 
though the ballots are scanned at the 
voting location? Did you know that 
pollbooks and scanners are inspected 
before each election? And that scanners 
are never connected to the internet? Did 
you know that all vote counting is con-
ducted in BOE facilities that are always 
under video surveillance?

Various groups are looking to 
recruit poll-watchers or observers for 
the upcoming election. But if you would 
rather defend democracy than watch it, 
consider becoming a poll worker.

To sign up as a Cuyahoga County 
BOE poll worker or temporary employ-
ee, see the Cuyahoga County BOE web-
site at boe.cuyahogacounty.gov or call 
the BOE at 216-443-3277. 

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

Cosmo
COSMO - MALE, 1 YEAR OLD
Cosmo - This 1 year old male is an 

owner surrender because he had too 
much energy for her and her older 

dogs. He is good with other dogs and 
cats. A fence is a must. Do you have the 

energy for this sweet boy?

If you’d like to seriously consider 
Cosmo, please fill out our online

 application:
https://goldentreasuresrescue.org/.../

adopt-a-golden.html

Please direct all inquiries to the          
website and please view the other      

dogs available for adoption.

Looking for 
a new home

Vote-by-Mail and Early Voting are open 
now. Mail your completed ballots or vote in 
person at the Board of Elections by Nov. 7.

Take your ID. To verify your polling place, visit BOE.CuyahogaCounty.us.

Make Democracy Work! Join the League at LWVGreaterCleveland.org

VOTE! in the Nov. 8 
General Election

Or vote at your polling place on Tuesday, 
Nov. 8. Polls open 6:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.

27100 Knickerbocker Road, Bay Village   |   (440 ) 871-3234   |    KnickerbockerApartments.us

❧ 62 & Older
❧  Pet Friendly
❧  E�ciencies & 1 Bedrooms
❧ Senior Transportation Available
❧  Independent Living
❧  Resident Activities
❧ A�ordable Shopping Nearby
❧  On-Site Eliza Jennings Health Clinic

24 Hour Emergency Service     Live-In Manager

Don’t watch democracy,       
be a poll worker and defend it

Kiwanis to host annual spaghetti dinner
by WARREN REMEIN

The Kiwanis and Key Clubs of 
Bay Village invite you to the 
annual spaghetti dinner on 

Saturday, Nov. 19, from noon to 7:30 
p.m. Take-out and dine-in options are 
available. 

The meal features Tony Dostal's 

award-winning signature sauce and 
spaghetti, salad, roll and sweet for only 
$14. Drive through or dine in at Bay 
Middle School 27725 Wolf Road.

Proceeds directly benefit our 
community. Currently sponsor-
ing Academic Achievement awards 
including scholarships for Bay High 
School students, and service and lead-

ership clubs in the Bay schools. Also 
helps sponsor projects for community 
organizations like Lake Erie Nature & 
Science Center, Village Project, hel-
mets for youth riders, Fill This House 
and others.

Want a volunteer opportunity? 
Email Don Brasted, dbrasted55@
gmail.com. 
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COMMUNITY EVENTS Post your group’s free community events online at wbvobserver.com

Serving Northeast 
Ohio Homeowners 

since 1975

Quality Painting.
T H AT ’ S  A L L  W E  D O !

The Westside’s #1 choice 
for interior and exterior 

painting

Call us at 
216-529-0360 

for a Free Consultation!

neubertpainting.com

HOT DIGGITY D   G

     THREE-O-FIVE
ANIMAL HOSPITAL

Three-O-Five
Animal Hospital

HOT DIGGITY D   G, INC.
Personal In-Home Pet Care
Busy Work or Personal Schedule?
In-home visits tailored to 
your pets’ special needs:
• Reasonable prices for all services
• Meals, walks, medication
• Plus personal play time / special requests
• All in the surroundings of your home

25 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

hotdiggitydogusa.com
440-823-9159
Visit our blog: OhioPetExpert.com

“We take the 
worry out of 
being away”

Owner Nancy Brown 
and Sunshine

PLEASE PROOFREAD.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

As a rule of thumb, we’re the type

to stress the importance of a slow

and steady approach. However, in

this case, the ability to

speed-read may prove

modestly beneficial to

you. Because the sooner

you finish, the sooner

you’ll be reminded of

the significant value

in starting to plan for

retirement early. You

see, with each tick of the second

hand, your retirement edges

closer. Which is why we’ve always

believed there’s no such thing as

planning too early. Thanks to the

rigorously disciplined, thoughtful

process we’ve employed

from day one, Raymond

James advisors have

helped countless clients

reach the finish line

with the necessary

resources to accomplish

all the next things they

wanted to do. It’s time

to find out what a Raymond

James financial advisor can do

for you. LIFE WELL PLANNED.

While we find the strutting 
gratuitous, the rooster’s 

commitment to starting early 
is strategically sound.

BY THE TIME YOU FINISH
READING THIS, YOU’LL BE

THAT MUCH CLOSER
TO RETIREMENT.

© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and 
LIFE WELL PLANNED® are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments 

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390  //  Westlake, OH 44145
O 440.801.1629  //  C 216.513.0933  //  F 440.801.1636 

www.bentleywealthmanagement.com  //  michael.bentley@raymondjames.com
© 2016 Raymond James & Associates, Inc., member New York Stock 

Exchange / SIPC. Raymond James® and LIFE WELL PLANNED® 
are registered trademarks of Raymond James Financial, Inc. 

16-BR3AP-0073 TA 04/16

Bentley Wealth Management of Raymond James
159 Crocker Park Blvd, Suite 390 // Westlake, OH 44145

O 440.801.1629 // C 216.513.0933 // F 440.801.1636
www.bentleywealthmanagement.com
michael.bentley@raymondjames.com

MICHAEL A. BENTLEY
Vice President, Investments
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I’d like to help support the Observer!

First Name     Last Name

 Check this box if you do not want your name included in a list of donors.

Donation Amount: 

 $5         $10         $25         $50         Other: $

Please make checks payable to WBV Observer and
MAIL TO: 451 Queenswood Drive, Bay Village, OH 44140

The Observer is an independent, community owned publication. Please note that charitable contributions are 
gratefully accepted but not tax-deductible. For questions about donating or more information on how to get 

involved, contact publishers Denny Wendell or Tara Wendell at 440-409-0114, staff@wbvobserver.com.
Thank you to the donors who contributed to this issue:

Joan Kemper

Since 2009 the Observer has strived to fulfill our founding 
mission – to strengthen our community by informing and 

engaging Westlake and Bay Village residents. 
If you are able to help us continue to provide a free 

medium where the community can share news, share 
stories and share laughs, please send a cash or check 

donation along with the form. 
Donations may also be made by credit card at                

wbvobserver.com.

To provide a sustaining financial gift, recurring 
monthly donations in any amount may be arranged at 

wbvobserver.com.

We need your help

UPCOMING EVENT? Promote it by advertising in the Observer
GET MORE EXPOSURE – PLUS YOU’LL HELP SUPPORT THE PRINTING OF THIS GREAT COMMUNITY RESOURCE!

Contact the Observer for ad 
details: call 440-409-0114 or 
email staff @wbvobserver.com

Wednesday, Nov. 2, 7 p.m.
COLLEGE CLUB WEST GENERAL 
MEETING
Join CCW member Kim Moore, who 
will share ideas on decluttering and 
getting organized. 
Rocky River Civic Center,              
21016 Hilliard Blvd.

Thursday, Nov. 3, 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
SENIOR RESOURCE FAIR 
The Westside Healthcare Organiza-
tion and UH St. John Medical Center 
is hosting their Annual Senior Re-
source Fair. This is an excellent op-
portunity to learn about the newest 
resources available in our commu-
nity. This event is FREE and will have 
light refreshments and giveaways. 
UH St. John Medical Center - Build-
ing 2, Auditorium A and B, 29000 
Center Ridge Rd., Westlake

Tuesday, Nov. 8, 6:30 a.m.-7:30 p.m.
ELECTION DAY

Wednesday, Nov. 9, 10:30 a.m.
HERB GUILD GARDEN CLUB
The business part of the meet-
ing will start at 10:30 a.m., with the 
presentation following at 12:30 p.m. 
The Black River Audubon Society 
will do the presentation followed 
by a winter bird "treats" workshop. 
Guests must register for the work-
shop. Please call 440-353-9764 to 
register.
Westlake Porter Public Library, 
27333 Center Ridge Rd.

Thursday, Nov. 10, 12:30 p.m.
HOW PATENTS AFFECT OUR 
LIVES
Patents protect innovations. But 
what are the challenges in obtain-
ing and safeguarding a patent? How 

does the patent process affect our 
products and costs? Get an insider's 
look from attorney and bio-chemist 
Dr. Raymond Russell whose practice 
includes pharmaceuticals, medical 
devices, polymers and much more. 
Informative at a simple level. Spon-
sored by the Bay Village Women’s 
Club. Free and open to the public.
Bay Village Branch Library Meeting 
Room, 27400 Wolf Rd.

Saturday, Nov. 12, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
ANNUAL GRATITUDE HOLISTIC 
FAIR
Free admission with a non-perish-
able item. Holistic practitioners, en-
ergy healers, psychic readers, ven-
dors, speakers. Walk Unity's Spiritual 
Center's Labyrinth or Meditation 
Garden. 
Unity Spiritual Center Westlake, 
23855 Detroit Rd.


